
Harvest Hill  
CSA Newsletter 

Week 2: June 23, 2016  

Questions? Feedback? 
*If  you will be on vacation and can’t pick up your box, 
let us know and you will get extra produce in a different 
week.* 
Email us at: abigail.bok@gmail.com 

NO CSA BOXES THIS WEEK! 
Very unfortunately, there will be no box this Thursday, June 
23, due to our not having enough produce of  sufficient size. 
Boxes will return next week (June 30). We will add one additional 
week of  boxes in October: the last week of  boxes will now be 
October 20 instead of  October 13. As many of  you may recall, 
the same thing happened last June, due to the effect of  the erratic 
weather on our growing. 
We thank you all for your understanding and support.  
Below:  
Some very happy tomato plants, with some green 
fruit. 
right:  
A truck-bed full of  seedlings ready to be 
transplanted to the fields. 



Bill’s Funky Minute 
As you saw in last week’s box, the lettuce and radishes were very small. Through careful planning in the 
winter, I plan out our growing schedule for the season according to the days needed for a crop to ripen 
and be ready for harvest. For instance, under “normal” growing conditions the radish variety we grow 
is supposed to be ready for harvest in 26 days on average, while the lettuce is supposed to be 
harvestable after 10 weeks. The lettuce you received last week was started March 31, meaning it actually 
had 11 weeks to grow—but it was still undersized. So, it seems we are entering a period of  a new 
“normal”. The giant swings in our weather that we’re experiencing on the farm in Walden seem to be 
no different than what’s happening in many other places throughout the States and the world.  

Although it has been 15 degrees above normal the last few days, now it is about 10 degrees below as I 
write this morning. Remember the hot dry days in May and the cold wet days in early June?  That 
inconsistent weather has wreaked havoc on some crops, causing really slow growth and even disease, 
such as in the case of  the cucumbers and some summer squash. The cold weather inhibited the corn 
from absorbing nitrogen from the soil, although it should still be fine for an August harvest. The kale 
and chard are both looking great, but the broccoli is a bit slow, as are the summer and winter squash. It 
amazes me when we have to wear wool hats in June, with three layers to stay warm enough to work 
outside—nothing like wind and cold to keep you moving. 

I was using a new seeder this year for carrots, beets, spinach etc., and it was a bit tricky for me to figure 
out. Because of  that, I had very poor seed coverage with beets and carrots and had to turn the few 
plants that had germinated back into the soil. Beets and carrots will still show up in the boxes, but a bit 
later than planned. 

I am hoping to have eggplant for the boxes later in the summer, but the potato beetles are proving 
quite ferocious. We pick them and their eggs off  the plants three times a day. This year the potatoes are 
in a field far from where they’ve been grown before, and so far the potato beetles haven’t followed 
them over there, yet—fingers crossed. They are growing well and I am looking forward to a great 
potato crop this year. 

The greenhouse crops look great: the tomatoes are beautiful and setting lots of  fruit, the basil is 
coming along, and the peppers in one greenhouse are starting to set fruit. After weeks of  attention 
from some very busy bees, the blueberries have a very good fruit set, and a bit of  rain and warm 
weather will help them size up. 

It is very exciting for me to harvest veggies for you, even though not being able to control the weather 
it is at times very frustrating. But even with the challenging weather, nothing could make me happier 
than farming here in the Kingdom—except for my wonderful family and less violence in the world. 

Be well, and enjoy the beginning of  summer! 

Bill 


